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WEEK 1: September 4-9 Video: Mastering the Continent (View in Web Links)
Mastering the continent is a fundamental issue that shows progress in the African continent regarding development. Africans acquired specific knowledge and skills that enabled them to overcome different challenges that were arresting development during ancient periods. Mastering the continent explains that Africans had their forms of civilization. The African continent is now full of infrastructural development that never existed in the past. Only Africans who lived during the early days experienced many challenges that made it difficult to master their continent. 
	Most of the African communities had mastered their environment. Understanding the environment enabled Africans to detect and overcome emerging challenges within the environment. For example, the video describes the nature of clothes that Africans made to prevent feeling cold. Through such creativity and innovations, Africans were able to use hide and skins to make clothes hence proving that there was mastery of the continent. 
	Similarly, most of the African communities had acquired different skills such as hunting skills that enabled them to trap animals for food. It means that Africans had a good mastery of the environment that the wild animals occupied hence devising appropriate hunting strategies and skills that made them successful in their hunting missions. 
Many Africans are currently living in urban centers where life is bearable. Africans acquired ideas that can be used to bring transformation in the environment. For example, many modern structures in the African continent proves that Africans have now mastered their continent since they can manage to conduct development without a lot of dependencies.	
Another point that shows that Africans mastered their continent is the evolution of human beings. Research conducted by several scientists acknowledge Africa as the cradle of humanity. It means that man originated from Africa then his species moved to various parts of the world due to continental drift theory.
Many communities in Africa have managed to master their continent. For example, Suka community from Nigeria managed to integrate the iron technology in their farming activities. It implies that Africans has an appropriate technology that suits their agricultural practices. Many African societies that live in arid and semi-arid areas have discovered that agriculture is possible even in their regions hence beginning agriculture. 
African communities also discovered that natural resources are critical to their progress. For example, some plants are used as herbal medicine that is being used to treat animals and even human beings. The herbal medicine marks the history of Medicare in ancient Africa hence maintaining the value of good health. 
WEEK 2 September 10-16 Topic: Africa Ca. 6000 BCE-Ca. 1600 CE
 The description of the African continent between ca. 6000BCE-ca.1600CE contains a lot of information regarding the history of the continent. West Africa is known to be the original or the ancestral land of many black Americans. The transatlantic trade that involved selling of slaves to America for production purpose was the genesis of slavery in the African continent.
	African continent can be characterized based on geographical features. Climatic zones separate different parts of Africa. For instance, there is savannah grassland, Mediterranean coast, Sahara desert, and rainforest among other zones.
	Moreover, the study conducted by several scholars claims that the ancient African civilization emerged from Egypt. River Nile is one of the evidence that supports Egyptian civilization because they were able to develop irrigation methods such as canal to conduct agriculture. Egypt also had so many kings hence showing that they were civilized.
	It is also critical to note that the African continent is the home of humanity. Paleontology and the entire study of the fossils by archaeologists assert that humankind originated from the African continent. Several reasons can prove that man indeed originated from Africa. For instance, all season rivers that are present in the African continent supported life because the man was able to acquire fresh water for sustenance. Similarly, the savannah grassland availed many animals that man could hunt for food.
Moreover, several empires and kingdoms existed in Africa. For example, the old Ghana kingdom, the empire of Mali, and Songhai. All these were concrete evidence that proves that the African continent started to progress in the ancient period.  
WEEK 3 September 17-23 Topic: Middle Passage Ca. 1450-1809
In the chapter on the middle passage ca. 1450-1809, the primary development that is being discussed is the trade between the African continent and the rest of the word. Transatlantic trade or triangular trade is the primary type of trade in this context.
The need for labor in the European plantations led to the onset of the slave trade because African slaves were highly demanded due to their nature. For example, Africans were strong physically. Similarly, African slaves were resistant to tropical diseases as compared to the red Indians.
Human rights is another area of focus in the slave trade. Slaves were not accorded any human rights because they were taken an item of trade. It means that there was a legal owner of every slave thus could move them from one place to the other depending on their wish. 
Slave trade had specific routes that the merchants could use to transport them to the respective deports. It means that a large number of Africans were being captured and sold as slaves in the USA and Britain.
Several slave revolts occurred because slaves felt that their rights were being undermined by their leaders. Moreover, the issue of compensating the people of West Africa regarding the damage of the slave trade has become a controversial issue in the world.
WEEK 4 September 24-30 Topic: Black People in Colonial North America 1526-1763
While in North America, African slaves were able to interact with people from different races across the world. For example, they interacted with Native Americans, the French, Spanish and other races.
American Indians portrayed a diverse characteristic because they used to speak different languages and separated themselves from other groups hence showing that they had unique features or traits. 
There was a very complicated relationship between Native Americans and blacks. In most of the time, war used to erupt in these slave camps because these individuals fought for their interests. For example, there was envy between Indians and Africans because African slaves were known to be strong hence a lot of struggles to seek dominance emerged. 
It is valid to argue that the identity of the African American people was established because of constant interactions that occurred in the plantations and the areas of residence hence leading to the origin of the name Black Americans.
WEEK 5 October 1-7 Topic: Rising Expectations: African Americans and the Struggle for Independence 1763-1783
England became more aggressive after the war of the French and Indians erupted. England applied specific measures that her colonies rejected. For example, they passed retrogressive taxations on their colonies so that they can use the money collected to cover for the cost of administration. All these made America conduct revolution because they were opposing the policies.
Enlightenment principles enabled African Americans to realize their rights that were being undermined through slavery. African- Americans began to react against slavery because they were able to acquire knowledge on the rights and freedoms of an individual. Slaves began to escape while others were able to apply legal processes while seeking justice. 
Week 6 October 15-21 Topic: African Americans in the New Nation 1783-1820 Reading: Hine,
The topic on Africans n the new nation explains three significant areas that include force for freedom, forces for slavery, and the rise of free black community. All these areas are connected to activities of slavery. 
The period witnessed the unfolding of slavery. For example, many laborers from the white race were brought to the North. White laborers were able to provide labor at a very low cost. 
Moreover, during this duration, a free class of black individuals emerged in the south. Therefore, there was a constant increase in the number of free blacks from 1790 to 1820. Black was also freed at Virginia and Maryland.
Week 7 October 22-28 Topic: Life in the Cotton Kingdom 1793-1861
The chapter mainly discusses issues like slavery expansion, slave labor in the field of Agriculture, types of slave labor, slave life and the socialization process of the slaves that occurs as a result of massive interactions. 
The total number of slaves grew in the cotton plantation because they were required in large number. Slave experienced physical punishment, sexual exploitation, and nutrient deficit that weakened their immunity. 
Socialization process of slaves occurred through agents such as the family, music, religion, and folktales. Slaves were of the following types. House servants, urban slaves, and skilled artisans.
Week8 October 29-November 4Topic: Free Black People in Antebellum America
The chapter focuses on variables such as freedom, limits of freedom, and black communities in the urban north. Free blacks during Antebellum America had a different status, merits, and disadvantages depending on the regions they occupied. Several incidences marked progress in living standards; for instance, reforms were supported by a large number of individuals.
During this age, the aspect of equality was not met by all races. For example, the free blacks encountered a lot of challenges in the North because many black laws were formulated thus restricting movements of people of black race. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Even though there were strict laws attached to blacks, the black churches grew, and many people attended such sessions. Moreover, black schools also developed and accommodated many black people.



  



 

	   
